
Corridor Improvement Authority  
04/06/2026 

Keeler Township Hall 

Chairman Rod Pletz called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  

Members present: Don Blackmond, Pat Hickey, Harold Schaus, Mike Spain, Rod Pletz, Vicki Pletz 
and Tom Neary. 

Quorum has been achieved. 

Motion made to approve the minutes of the 03/02/2026 by Don Blackmond. Seconded by Pat 
Hickey. Motion passed.  

Chairman Pletz gave a financial report. The general fund stands at $1216.61. That includes $4.22 of 
interest. The Michigan Class account has $110,850.08 and has accumulated $290.41of interest. 

No outstanding bills. No new correspondence. 

Chairman Pletz updated the status of the Greater Sister Lakes Business Association sign on the La 
Perla property. 

Pat Hickey received a quote from Creative Vinyl Signs for $24,662.87. 

Discussion about what are the next steps needed to be able legally to move forward with a licensing 
agreement with the property owners. 

A motion was made by Mike Spain that the Corridor Improvement Authority request Keeler 
Township Supervisor Don Blackmond seek legal counsel opinion about a licensing agreement with 
the owners of the La Perla property. Seconded by Pat Hickey. Motion passed unanimously. 

Discussion about the current zoning and it was stated that with previous discussions a 4’ by 6’ 
digital sign on the existing post would be acceptable to the zoning administrator. 

Discussion about the sunset clause and what would need to happen for the CIA to continue. 

Chairman Pletz gave an update on the grant application. $97,000.00 is the amount requested with a 
$32,500.00 matching funded by the CIA. Chairman Pletz stated that we need to have a vote to 
allocate the $32,500.00 matching fund. Don Blackmond made a motion to commit $32,500.00 for 
the grant match. Pat Hickey seconded. A roll call vote was called for. Motion passes unanimously. 

Chairman Pletz gave an update and some minor changes to the playground plan to insure that is 
ADA compliant. Some changes in pricing due to time and other requirements. 

Discussion about ongoing maintenance that is required for the grant application. The monies that 
need to be budgeted for are $1000 for mowing, $1000 per year for Sharrow repainting, $1000 for 



pedestrian sign maintenance. $7500 for maintenance of the playscape, $1350 for insurance of the 
pavilion, a guesstimate of $3500 for insuring the playscape. These ongoing costs need to be 
considered for making the application for the grant. A motion was made by Don Blackmond to 
approve the Grant Application as submitted. Seconded by Pat Hickey. A roll call vote was called for. 
Motion passes unanimously. 

Discussion of how the DNR selects the grant recipient. 

Chairman Pletz again thanked Township Supervisor Don Blackmond and Township Treasurer 
Sharon Clupper for all their help in making this grant application. 

Discussion about the brick fundraising campaign. No decision made. 

Discussion about finishing the roof of the pavilion. No decision made. 

Vicki Pletz stated that she received a text message from creative vinyl giving her prices on a brass 
“thank you” plate; 3”x5” is $149, 5”x5” is $195, and 4.5”x7” is $279. (This is for a cast plate). Pat 
Hickey mentioned that an engraved plate would be much less expensive. 

Don Blackmond stated that 3 board members’ terms are ending. Mike Spain agreed to another two-
year term. Harold Schaus accepted another two-year term. Tom Neary agreed to another two-year 
term. A new board member Mari Herrell accepted a one-year term which will be presented to the 
Township board at the April 7th meeting. 

Chairman Pletz opened the meeting for public comment at 7:01pm. Hearing none. Time for public 
comment was closed.  

Pat Hickey made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Harold Schaus. Motion passed unanimously 

Secretary, 

R. Patrick Hickey 

R. Patrick Hickey  

Next meeting is May 4th, 2026. 





 


